[Efficacy of adjuvant hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy following resection of colorectal liver metastases].
The aim of this study is to evaluate the effect of adjuvant hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy (HAIC) following liver resection on the frequency of residual liver recurrence and overall survival. During 1992 to 1997, 84 patients with liver metastasis from colorectal cancer resected curatively had undergone adjuvant HAIC. The regimen of the HAIC is 1,500 mg of 5-FU by 24-hr continuous infusion once a week for eight weeks. 37 cases in the HAIC group, including patients given more than 7 g of 5-FU, were compared with the control group. The cumulative 5-year liver recurrence-free ratios were 72.6% in the HAIC group and 29.8% in the control group (p = 0.0005). The cumulative 5-year survival ratios were 61.4% in the HAIC group and 28.0% in the control group (p = 0.0069). Multivariate analysis revealed that more than 5 mm of surgical margin and adjuvant HAIC significantly decreased the risk of recurrences in residual liver. Adjuvant HAIC is an effective procedure to prevent recurrence in residual liver and improve the prognosis of patients with liver metastasis from colorectal cancer.